— Tehillim / Psalms 24 | 75 2710 790 —

Tehillim / Psalms 24 | 75 2%%%7n 150

MATSATI.COM Ministry | http://www.matsati.com

The Gate of our Hearts and the King of Glory

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 24:1-10, David opens saying Y87 737°7 29210 1177 X
T2 02w 220 AR 4 Psalm of David. 24:1 The earth is the Lord s, and all it contains, The world, and
those who dwell in it. (NASB) Who is in control of this world? Is it God or is it the evil one? Yeshua said
in Matthew 28:18 “ALL power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” Here David says that the earth
is the Lord’s and all that is in it, he goes on to say : 73332 NIN7I-7¥) 70 D°1°-9Y RIT D 2 24:2 For He
has founded it upon the seas And established it upon the rivers. (NASB) The reason the earth is the Lord’s
is because He is the one who formed the dry land and the seas and who established the rivers upon the land.

David says X7) W93 K1¥'2 Xp3-X7 WY 232 121 2092 °p3 7 :WTR Oipna 0wp)-om1 1§ 103 1w
SRNT VAW 24:3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? 24:4

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn
deceitfully. (NASB) Those who are able to stand in the presence of God do so with clean hand and a pure

heart and are not lifted up in falsehood, lies, and deceit. Such people will receive a blessing from the Lord (7
VY omRn TRTNY MY DR 1272 XU, 245 He shall receive a blessing from the Lord And righteousness
from the God of his salvation. NASB). David goes on to say :7179 2p¥° 7°30 “Wpan [1P¢7] W7 237 07
24:6 This is the generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your face even Jacob. Selah. (NASB) What

generation is David speaking of when he wrote this Psalm? He mentions Jacob, could the generation of
people be a people who are spread out over particular points in time in history? David ends the Psalm with
a sort of parable saying 73227 777 71 °n 11 :71227 797 Ki2X) 079V NS INWIT DWRY | WY IRY 7
TINT R 1TI29T T KA D71 NN WYY DU [ DWW R U R N AT 1IN mey
120 79220 79n KA NIRAX M0 79227 990 247 Lift up your heads, O gates, And be lifted up, O ancient
doors, That the King of glory may come in! 24:8 Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The
Lord mighty in battle. 24:9 Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift them up, O ancient doors, That the King
of glory may come in! 24:10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.
(NASB) What are the gates that David is speaking of that have heads that may be lifted up? What is it about
the gates that David is trying to emphasize in the question of “Who is this King of glory?”
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Tehillim / Psalms 24

A Psalm of David. 24:1 The earth is
the Lord’s, and all it contains, The
world, and those who dwell in it. 24:2
For He has founded it upon the seas
And established it upon the rivers.
24:3 Who may ascend into the hill of
the Lord? And who may stand in His
holy place? 24:4 He who has clean
hands and a pure heart, Who has not
lifted up his soul to falsehood And has
not sworn deceitfully. 24:5 He shall
receive a blessing from the Lord And
righteousness from the God of his sal-
vation. 24:6 This is the generation of
those who seeck Him, Who seek Your
face even Jacob. Selah. 24:7 Lift up
your heads, O gates, And be lifted up,
O ancient doors, That the King of glo-
ry may come in! 24:8 Who is the King
of glory? The Lord strong and mighty,
The Lord mighty in battle. 24:9 Lift
up your heads, O gates, And lift them
up, O ancient doors, That the King of
glory may come in! 24:10 Who is this
King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He
is the King of glory. Selah. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 24
24:1 Of David. A Psalm. Behold, the
earth and its creatures are the Lord’s,
the world and those who dwell in it.
24:2 For he set a foundation on the
seas and fixed it firmly on the rivers.
24:3 Who will ascend the mount of the
Lord’s sanctuary? And who will stand
in his holy place? 24:4 One with clean
hands and a pure mind, who has not
sworn to a lie to make himself guilty,
and who has not made an oath in guile.
24:5 He will receive blessings from the
presence of the Lord, and generosity
from God his redemption. 24:6 This
is the generation that seeks him, that
looks for his countenance, O Jacob, for-
ever! 24:7 Lift up, O sanctuary gates,
your heads; and stand erect, O eternal
entrances, that the glorious king may
enter. 24:8 Who is this glorious king?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord,
a mighty ruler and one who wages bat-
tle. 24:9 Lift up your heads, O gates of
the Garden of Eden; and stand erect, O
eternal entrances, and the glorious king
will enter. 24:10 Who is this glorious
king? The Lord Shevuot, he is the glo-
rious king forever. (EMC)
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Psalmoi / Psalms 24

24:1 The earth is the Lord’s and the
fullness thereof; the world, and all
that dwell in it. 24:2 He has founded
it upon the seas, and prepared it upon
the rivers. 24:3 Who shall go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and who
shall stand in his holy place? 24:4
He that is innocent in his hands and
pure in his heart; who has not lifted
up his soul to vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully to his neighbour. 24:5
He shall receive a blessing from
the Lord, and mercy from God his
Saviour. 24:6 This is the generation
of them that seek him, that seek the
face of the God of Jacob. Pause. 24:7
Lift up your gates, ye princes, and
be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors;
and the king of glory shall come in.
24:8 Who is this king of Glory? the
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle. 24:9 Lift up your
gates, ye princes; and be ye lift up,
ye everlasting doors; and the king of
glory shall come in. 24:10 Who is
this king of glory? The Lord of hosts,
he is this king of glory. (LXX)

In Tehillim / Psalms 24:1-10, David opens saying :712 2% 220 A0 Y87 717°7 29nm 1177 X
A Psalm of David. 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.
(NASB) According to standard reference bibles, this verse is quoted in the Apostolic Writings in / Corinthi-
ans 10:26; the Apostle Paul quotes saying 10:26 for the earth is the Lord s, and all it contains. (**100 xvpiov
yOp M Y1 Koi 10 IAqpopo avtijc.) It is interesting that Paul appears to be making an argument regarding the
Lord’s table and things that are lawful and unlawful according to / Corinthians 10:15-31. Let’s begin by
looking at the Scriptures in / Corinthians.

2
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1 Corinthians 10:15-31

10:15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. 10:16 Is not the cup of blessing which we
bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body
of Christ? 10:17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake
of the one bread. 10:18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers
in the altar? 10:19 What do [ mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that
an idol is anything? 10:20 No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sac-
rifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to become sharers in demons. 10:21
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons,; you cannot partake of the table
of the Lord and the table of demons. 10:22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are
not stronger than He, are we? 10:23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.
All things are lawful, but not all things edify. 10:24 Let no one seek his own good, but that
of his neighbor. 10:25 Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions
for conscience’sake; 10:26 for the earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains. 10:27 If one of the
unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set before you without ask-
ing questions for conscience’sake. 10:28 But if anyone says to you, ‘This is meat sacrificed
to idols,’ do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’ sake;
10:29 I mean not your own conscience, but the other man's for why is my freedom judged by
another’s conscience? 10:30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning
that for which I give thanks? 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God. (NASB)
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Reading through these Scriptures, it is interesting that Paul begins with the Lord’s table and discuss-
ing the cup and the bread which represent His blood and body. Paul parallels the drinking of the cup and
eating of bread makes us partakers with Yeshua in his death and sacrifice. Paul uses Torah based examples
within his parallel saying /0:18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the
altar? (NASB) making a reference to the priests in the Temple service taking upon themselves sin (in the sin
sacrifice) by consuming a portion of the sacrifice and then making atonement before God with the blood,
according to Parashat Tzav. (Vayikra / Leviticus 6:24 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6:25 “Speak
to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: in the place where the burnt offering is
slain the sin offering shall be slain before the LORD; it is most holy. 6:26 ‘The priest who offers it for sin
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shall eat it. It shall be eaten in a holy place, in the court of the tent of meeting. NASB) Paul then says 10:19
What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 10:20 No,
but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not
want you to become sharers in demons. 10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons;
you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 10:22 Or do we provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Paul asks the question of what he means by sacrificing to idols. He says that he does not want
them to become sharers in demons, because the people of Rome sacrifice to their idols and demons are the
underlying forces behind idol worship. He then goes on to say that it is not possible to drink of the cup of
the Lord and the cup of demons, one cannot participate in the table of the Lord and the table of demons. He
asks whether they are provoking the Lord to jealousy? Based on what Paul is saying, it seems there are some
in the Ekklesia that are arguing the food that is present is unclean by reason of idolatry and may be arguing
that it should not be used for the remembrance meal of Passover. Notice what Paul says next:

10:23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not
all things edify. 10:24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 10:25 Eat
anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for conscience’sake; 10:26
for the earth is the Lord s, and all it contains. 10:27 If one of the unbelievers invites you and
you want to go, eat anything that is set before you without asking questions for conscience’
sake. 10:28 But if anyone says to you, ‘This is meat sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the
sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’sake; 10:29 I mean not your own con-
science, but the other man's for why is my freedom judged by another s conscience? 10:30
If I partake with thankfulness, why am [ slandered concerning that for which I give thanks?
10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (NASB)

It is interesting that through this whole discussion, Paul is speaking upon whether meat sacrificed to an idol
is acceptable for food? Paul is not arguing over whether the kashrut laws (the dietary Laws in the Torah, i.e.
what foods are Kosher) are valid following Yeshua’s death and resurrection. In the last verse / Corinthians
10:31, Paul says that whatever you eat or drink do so to the glory of God. Is it possible to give glory to
God and doing so through disobedience? (Read Vayikra / Leviticus 19, Parashat Kedoshim) Paul is actual-
ly speaking on the issue of Halachah, the body of Jewish religious law, including the biblical law (the 613
mitzvot) and their rabbinic interpretation (customs, interpretations, and traditions). Rabbinically speaking,
food that had been laid down before an idol would not have been acceptable as food to eat and certainly not
for food for use in services before the Lord. In I Corinthians 10, Paul is essentially saying that idols are
nothing and that an idol does not make a food unclean. However, for consciousness sake, do not ask about
the food that is set before you when you sit down to eat. He concludes saying that 10:31 Whether, then, you
eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (NASB) 1t is interesting while studying these
Scriptures closely, Paul is not teaching contrary to the Torah command.

David opens saying :72 2%/ 220 ARIMI YIRT 732 0 N7 R 4 Psalm of David. 24:1 The
earth is the Lord s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. (NASB) Who is in control of
this world? Is it God or is it the evil one? Yeshua said in Matthew 28:18 “ALL power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.” Have you ever thought upon or discussed whose rule the world was under, God’s or
Satan’s? On the one hand, Scripture states what we read here in Tehillim / Psalms 24:1 that the earth is the
Lord’s, while on the other hand we read Scripture states that Satan is the god of this world. At the beginning
of time, the evil one was temporarily granted a tremendous amount of power over this world, because of
Adam and Chava (Eve) as can be seen from the following passages:

John 12:31
12:31 ‘Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. (NASB)
by kpioig éotiv 10D KGoUOD TOVTOD, VOV O dpymV T0D KOoHUOV ToVTOV EKfAnOnoctar éw:
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2 Corinthians 4:4
4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might
not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (NASB)
1év 0lg 6 Oe0¢ T0D aI@VOS TOVTOV ET0PAMGEY T VOIUOTO TV ATTITTWV €1G TO 11} ODYAAL TOV POTIGUOV
700 gbayyerion i 00¢ns 100 Xpiorod, 6¢ oty ik 100 GgoD.

1 John 5:19
5:19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. (NASB)
Poidapev 611 ék 10D Be0D Eopev, kai O KOGHOG OLOG €V T@ ToVNP@ KETTaL.

These Scriptures that speak of the evil one indicate that within Judaism there existed the concept of a ruling
power that stood against God and His Messiah Yeshua. God is however the One who ultimately rules and
reigns over all things. He is the Creator of all that exists and all things are ultimately subject to His will and
power. Note how the Aramaic Targum states “the earth and its creatures are the Lord’s” RXNTawN 7172 X

12 7°ApM 220 a0>HM RANN2) RYIR RO KT 7707 2407 Of David. A Psalm. Behold, the earth and its
creatures are the Lord s, the world and those who dwell in it. (EMC) Many passages of Scripture bear this
out (see Tehillim / Psalms 9:7, 22:28, 47:8, 59:13, 66:7, 97:1, 99:1, 103:19, 146:10). In addition to this,
we see God’s authority in other passages of Scripture as well as passages such as Bereshit / Genesis 1-2,
Job 1-2, John 1, Ephesians 1, Colossians 1, Romans 9-11, and Revelation 19-22. The evil one is a created
creature and the Lord God Almighty is his creator. The evil one does not do anything that the Lord does not
permit him to do (see Job -2) and according to the Apostolic Writings, one day the evil one will be cast into
the lake of fire for all eternity (Revelation 20:10).

In Tehillim / Psalms 24, David goes on to say :731127 Ni173-79) A70> 0722-%Y X793 224:2 For
He has founded it upon the seas And established it upon the rivers. (NASB) providing the reason the earth
belongs to the Lord is because He is the one who formed the dry land and the seas and who established the
rivers upon the land. David says WX 227 721 092 °p3 7 :3WTR Dipn2a DM 1T 132 A )
STNY VAW KDY W01 RIGD XWI-KD 24:3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in
His holy place? 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood
And has not sworn deceitfully. (NASB) Those who are able to stand in the presence of God do so with clean

hand and a pure heart and are not lifted up in falsehood, lies, and deceit. Notice the Aramaic Targum states 2
IR RDT RIPYT P02 ROTR 93T T ROWTIP IR 2P IRD AT RWTPRA D72 100 p0°RR O1R0T IR

2197212 RD2°19 QIR KDY 7PWO1 R2MD 130 R 2V 24:3 Who will ascend the mount of the Lord s sanctu-
ary? And who will stand in his holy place? 24:4 One with clean hands and a pure mind, who has not sworn

to a lie to make himself guilty, and who has not made an oath in guile. (EMC) The Targum states X>7°X 7237

’

“clean hands” where the word °27 means “to be clean, pure, to be cleared, acquitted, cleansed from sin.’

The rabbis translate this word from the word >P] that is derived from 71°1 << NIP1% that means “fo clean,
cleanse; exonerate, acquit, exculpate, to be innocent.” Those who may stand before the Lord are those
who have been acquitted and cleansed from sin. David also says those who may ascend to the mountain of

the Lord, are those who also have been acquitted of their sin (clean hands) and a 227 12 “-able, worthy of.
deserving heart.” 1f we think about this today, are our hearts worthy or deserving of God’s love? Thinking
on the wretchedness of my own heart, I thank God for His mercy and unfailing love. This should make us
think about our attitude towards life and our relationship with the Lord. Do you think that we can come
before the Lord with uncleanness and impurity in our hearts while simply saying “Yeshua makes me right
and I can come before the Lord?” Do we need to come before the Lord with a pure heart? Is the purifying
of the heart a work of man or a work of God? Is there a cooperative work involved?

According to the cleanness and purity of a persons hands and heart, David says such people will
receive a blessing from the Lord (:1¥¢" *778n mR7%Y 717 NRD 7272 K@° 171, 24:5 He shall receive a
blessing from the Lord And righteousness from the God of his salvation. NASB). Do you have strong desires
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that you pray about, yet somehow it feels like God’s not listening to you? Deep down inside, you wonder,
what is wrong, you believe in Yeshua as your Savior and that He has promised to supply all your needs,
yet somehow there is still something missing or that there is something that has gone unmet? Tehillim /
Psalm 145:18—19 promises, 145:18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him
in truth. 145:19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him,; He will also hear their cry and will save
them. (NASB) (¥ DDYIZ-NXY P2 PRD-1INY 07 83 W80 WK 207 PRIp-227 mim 2
:0¥°Wi") The Lord is willing to bless, but only if our hearts are pure before him. What does it mean to have
a pure, able, worthy of, and deserving heart? Does this wording suggest that we need to seek a humble life
before the Lord? Do we really trust Him today? Do we truly believe that He is the God of goodness, love,
mercy, power, wisdom, and kindness? How about a God of justice, righteousness, and a God who requires
the same from us too? These are the things the Scriptures speak of regarding our relationship with the Lord
through the covenant of God and in Yeshua His Messiah. If there is injustice and unrighteousness in our
hearts, would the Lord bring a blessing to our lives?

David goes on to say :1170 2p¥> 7210 “Wpan [PWT] W VT A1 ) 24:6 This is the generation of
those who seek Him, Who seek Your face even Jacob. Selah. (NASB) What generation is David speaking of
when he wrote this Psalm? It is interesting that he says “this is a generation that seeks Him” (W77 717 11)

and David uses the word W77 means as a verb “fo demand, seek, look for, preach, interpret” and a noun
“interpretation of holy scriptures.” The Scriptures describe this generation as those that seek the Lord and
those who speak of the Lord, who study His word, and who truly look for and seek the face of God. He
mentions Jacob. Could this be because Jacob saw God face to face and did not die at Peniel? Could the
“generation of people” be a reference to people who are spread throughout particular points in time and his-
tory? It may possible be. The emphasis here is on setting our hearts to seek the Lord, to study His Word, to
live our lives according to His word, and to teach others, and to speak of the Lord just like Ezra did in Ezra
7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes
and ordinances in Israel (NASB)

David ends the Psalm with a sort of parable saying X12°) D71¥ N2 WRW3IT 0WRY | DWW INY 7
TIND XYY DPWRT | DWW Y U nen 923 T 93N ™Y M 7227 79 A1 on 11700 A
1190 79227 977 X7 NIRAX 73 79227 990 I RN 0 179227 90 X2 093 24:7 Lift up your heads, O
gates, And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 24:8 Who is the King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. 24:9 Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift them up,
O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 24:10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts,
He is the King of glory. Selah. (NASB) What are the gates that David is speaking of that have heads that
may be lifted up? What is it about the gates that David is trying to emphasize in the question of “Who is
this King of glory?” 1Is there a metaphor here that David is utilizing that sheds some light upon the king of
glory mentioned here in the last three verses of the Psalm? The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint both
translate the Psalm in this way.

Aramaic Targum
24:7 Lift up, O sanctuary gates, your heads; and stand erect, O eternal entrances, that the
glorious king may enter. 24:8 Who is this glorious king? The Lord, strong and mighty, the
Lord, a mighty ruler and one who wages battle. 24.:9 Lift up your heads, O gates of the Gar-
den of Eden; and stand erect, O eternal entrances, and the glorious king will enter. 24:10
Who is this glorious king? The Lord Shevuot, he is the glorious king forever. (EMC)
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Septuagint
24:7 Lift up your gates, ye princes, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the king
of glory shall come in. 24:8 Who is this king of Glory? the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle. 24.:9 Lift up your gates, ye princes, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;
and the king of glory shall come in. 24:10 Who is this king of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is
this king of glory. (LXX)

24:7 dpate TOAOG o1 dpyovteg VUGV Kol EXapOnTe TOANL 0idVIol Kai elceAEVoETAL O PAGIAEDS
Thc 80Eng 24:8 1ic 6TV 0vTOC O Paciiedg Thig SOENC KUPLOC KpoTandg Kai duvatdg KOpLog
duvatog €v moAéu® 24:9 dpate mdhag ol dpyovteg VUDY Kol EmdpOnte mOAOL aidviol Kol
gloehevoetar 6 Pacihedg Thg 80ENG 24:10 Tig dotv ovTOC O Paciieds Thig 6ENG KOpLog TV
duvhpemv avtog oty O Bactied thg 00&Ng

What is interesting is the added words in the Septuagint “princes” (dpyovteq) that is juxtaposed to the word
for “gate” (mOAon). What is the meaning of to lift the gates you princes and the everlasting doors so the king
of glory may come in? This reminds us of the Scripture from Matthew 16:19 when Yeshua spoke to the
disciples. Is there a possible connection here to the greater understanding of Matthew 16:19?

Matthew 16:18-19
16:18 T also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the
gates of Hades will not overpower it. 16:19 ‘I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;

and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall have been loosed in heaven.’ (NASB)

Brdyw 6¢ oot AMéyw 8Tt 0¥ el TTétpog, Kal émi tav T Tf) TéTPQ 0ikodopuow Hov TV EKkAnaoiav,
Kai ToAat ddov od katioXvooVoLY avTiig. ddcm 6ot TS KAEWS0G TS Pactieiog TV 0Vpav@dV,
Kai O €av dMong et g YTig Eoton dedepévov €v TOIG 0VPOvVOLG, Kol O £av Aorg €l THG YTiG
€0t AEALEVOV €V TOTG OVPOVOTG.

What is meant by the use of the word “gates” in Matthew 16:18? What is the metaphoric use of “gates”
(moha, pulai) in the phrase “gates of Hades” (mbAat &dov, pulai hadou)? Does “Hades” equal “Sheol”
in meaning from the Hebrew Scriptures? Also note Matthew 16:18 when Yeshua was speaking directly to
the Apostle Peter. The last clause of Matthew 16:18 states: kol mOAat ddov oV katioxvoovoy avtig ‘and
the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” In order to begin to unravel the meaning of this clause we begin by

looking at the word “gates” (mbAat) in Hebrew 2°WW. In the Tanach, the word “gates” is used in various
ways, (i) gates function as a defense of guard against enemies, and (ii) the word gate refers to an entire city
and to the rulers or army of a city. In Deuteronomy 16:5 it says ‘You are not allowed to sacrifice the Passover
in any of your towns which the Lord your God is giving you; (NASB) where the word “gates” is translated as
“towns” in the commandment to not sacrifice the Passover in any of your gates / towns which the Lord God
is giving you. (Deuteronomy 17:2 shows a similar use).

The reading from Parashat Vayishlach (Bereshit / Genesis 32:3-36:43) offers some additional insights
into the importance of the city gates. The Lord gives Jacob a new name “Israel” and Jacob returns and
settles in Eretz Canaan. While in the land, Jacob settles down near the city of Shechem (Bereshit / Genesis
33:18). While dwelling near Shechem, according to the Scriptures, Shechem the son of Khamor saw Dina,
the daughter of Jacob, and desires to take her as a wife:
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34:1 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit
the daughters of the land. 34:2 When Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the
land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by force. 34:3 He was deeply attracted to Dinah
the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her. 34:4 So Shechem
spoke to his father Hamor, saying, ‘Get me this young girl for a wife.” 34:5 Now Jacob heard
that he had defiled Dinah his daughter; but his sons were with his livestock in the field, so
Jacob kept silent until they came in. 34:6 Then Hamor the father of Shechem went out to
Jacob to speak with him. 34:7 Now the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard
it; and the men were grieved, and they were very angry because he had done a disgraceful
thing in Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done. 34:8
But Hamor spoke with them, saying, ‘The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter;
please give her to him in marriage. (NASB)

The sons of Jacob tell Shechem and Khamor that if they are circumcised, they will exchange their sons
and daughters and they will be one people. (Bereshit / Genesis 34.13-16) Hearing this, Khamor and his son
Shechem go to the gate of the city and tell the men of the city what they want to do, to be circumcised. It is
then written in the Torah that all of the city agreed (Bereshit / Genesis 34.:24-26) desiring to acquire all of
Israel’s wealth. And then when the men had been circumcised and were in pain Simeon and Levi killed all
the men of the city.

- P95 NOWRT2 120 Bereshit / Genesis 34:24-26

Wy ,}53',_52 112 DDW—%U Wibﬂ-b?ﬁ WHYN 1D 34:24 All who Went out of the gate of his city lzstel?ed to
v— . 5 o _59 7535 49 Hamor and to his son Shechem, and every male was circunt-

W12 Y WY ORP-2 -7 10N Y cised, all who went out of the gate of his city. 34:25 Now it
JPY-"12-01W IR 02X ania ’W’bWU 02 | came about on the third day, when they were in pain, that

133]:‘_‘75:7 IX) 927 VIR 7207 0N i) vy | two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, each
112 D9W-NKRY NIE-NRT 1D “997-53 1T Ava took his sword and came upon the city unawc_zres, and killed

T v oo T : T | every male. 34:26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem
ARYEN DQW AR ArT-NN RN :m-ﬂ"sl? T | with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem's
house, and went forth. (NASB)

The gate of the city was known biblically as a place of power and sitting at the gate can have the mean-
ing of sitting in a place of authority. The one who controls the gate is the one who has the power to allow
someone in or out of the city. Sitting at the gates enabled one to know everything that is going on in the city,
especially that of a walled city. These Scripture verses reveal the importance of the city gates. In God’s
Kingdom, the gate is the only way whereby we gain access to the Lord. Yeshua said in John 10:1 “I tell
you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a
thief and a robber. (NIV) Yeshua then says in John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be
saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. (NIV) and in John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (NIV) Yeshua was drawing upon
the biblical meaning of the city gate in his explanations of who he is. In Parashah Vayishlach, all of the men
who entered in and went out through the gate of the city must be circumcised according to the agreement.
Similarly today, we must have circumcised hearts in order to enter in through the gates to the Kingdom of
Heaven. This may only be accomplished by faith in God’s gate keeper, Yeshua the Messiah! These Scrip-
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tures direct us to the true gate, the door, the way, the truth, and the life, the living word of God, Yeshua the
only way to the Lord our Father who is in heaven.

The book of Ruth 3:11 says ‘Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my
people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence. (NASB) equating the word “gate” with the “city.”
Isaiah 14:31 also equates “gate” with “city.” In these various instances the noun is used as a substitute for
something with which it is closely associated. Tehillim / Psalms 24.:7 states 24:7 Lift up your heads, O gates,
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! (NASB) whereas the LXX says “lift up
your gates, O Princes /rulers.” Here the rulers of the city control the gates and therefore the gates refer to
the city. The gates provided power and protection for the city. Keeping this in mind, read Judges 16:1-3.

Judges 16:1-3

16:1 Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her. 16:2 When it was told to the
Gazites, saying, ‘Samson has come here,’ they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at
the gate of the city. And they kept silent all night, saying, ‘Let us wait until the morning light, then we will
kill him. 16:3 Now Samson lay until midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of
the city gate and the two posts and pulled them up along with the bars; then he put them on his shoulders
and carried them up to the top of the mountain which is opposite Hebron. (NASB)

1207 737 TIWRY X2 MRY | DODIY? 2R KN I AWK OW-R A0V WY I K
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73020 *19-2Y WK 77 WRI-98 0287 17ON3-0Y

According to Judges 16:1-3 the men of the city were laying in wait for Samson to kill him at the gate of
the city which symbolizes the strength of the city. Samson then rose up at midnight and took the city gate
and carried the gates to the top of the mountain. Samson was making a show of his strength that was in the
Lord and how their strength was nothing compared to his and the Lord God Almighty who empowered him.

The word “Hades” (4dov) is used 66 times in the LXX translation of the OT for the word Sheol meaning
the “grave” or a reference to the place where the dead lay. The grave is regarded as an enemy according to
the Scriptures, Isaiah 5:14 says “Iherefore Sheol has enlarged its throat and opened its mouth without measure;
And Jerusalems’s splendor, her multitude, her din of revelry and the jubilant within her, descend into it.” (NASB),
Job 24:19 ‘Drought and heat consume the snow waters, So does Sheol those who have sinned. (NASB), and
Psalms 18:5 The cords of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me. (NASB) The description of
Sheol is all consuming having the power of death.

The Apostle John has a similar description of Sheol in Revelation 9:1-11.

Revelation 9:1-11

9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key
of the bottomless pit was given to him. 9:2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the
pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. 9:3
Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the
earth have power. 9:4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree,
but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 9:5 And they were not permitted
to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when
it stings a man. 9:6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die,
and death flees from them. 9:7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and
on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 9:8 They had
hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. 9:9 They had breastplates like
breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing
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to battle. 9:10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for
five months. 9:11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon,
and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. (NASB)

The angel sounded and a star from heaven which fell to earth had the key to the bottomless pit given to
him (9:7). This angel opened the pit and smoke went up from the pit like the smoke of a great furnace and
the sun and air were darkened by the smoke of the pit, and out from the smoke come locust upon the earth
and power was given to them to strike the earth but to not hurt the grass, field, or trees and to strike the men
of the earth.

With all of this information, the meaning of the phrase “the gates of Hades” (xai mbAar &dov od
Katioxvoovaoly avtiig) comes into focus. According to the Scriptures, Hades is seen as the domain of death,
controlled by death, Satan, and his demonic forces. Specifically, the “gates” (mOAat) of Hades symbolize the
power of the satanic forces and their purpose to tear down Yeshua’s assembly (ekkelsia) that He promised
to build. According to the Scriptures, the “gates of hades” is more powerful than man having the power
to subdue even the greatest of enemies therefore the victory of Yeshua’s assembly (ekkelsia) is guaranteed
according to Yeshua’s words.

Yeshua is telling us that even the worst enemy of all time, Satan and his demons who seek to kill, steal,
and destroy will not have the victory over his “assembly” (ekkelsia) that he promised to build. The proof
that the “Gates of Hades” would not prevail came with the resurrection of Yeshua overcoming the grave
and death itself. Looking back on history, we see Yeshua entered the city of Jerusalem through the gates, in
whom the leadership stood against him, and the gates being the power of the city, Yeshua prevailed. The
power of the rulers of Jerusalem was established by Satan himself where it says “Satan entered into Judas”
(Luke 22:3 and John 13:27) and Peter’s desire to protect Yeshua from death and his rebuke that it was an act of
Satan (Matthew 16:23 and Mark 8:33). Even from Yeshua’s birth Satan attempted to destroy him with Herod.
Yeshua’s temptation in the desert was also another attempt by Satan to destroy him (Matthew 4). It is obvious
that Satan ultimately thought that destroying Yeshua would effect a victory for his evil plan. The resurrec-
tion proved Yeshua’s place as the head of the ekklesia (éxkAnoiav) and as the Son of God, the Messiah, our
Redeemer, the head of the ekklesia (éxxAnoiav) Yeshua prevailed against the “gates of Hades” in victory.

So how does this relate to David’s last words of the Psalm that say IXW37] QWK | DWW WY 7
DYWRY | DWW IR 0 R0 R 7923 AT 2923 1Y A1 T2 0 A1 on 171290 77 Rian o7iv nns
1120 71227 927 K17 NIRAY 7T 71227 990 A7 RN 0179227 990 K20 073 009 W 24:7 Lift up your
heads, O gates, And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 24.:8 Who is the King
of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. 24.:9 Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift
them up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 24:10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of
hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah. (NASB) The gates that David may be speaking of are a place of power
that is supposed to open up and allow the Lord of hosts, the King of glory to come in. Does this sound like
anything familiar? Where is a place of power in man? The place of power in a man is in his heart. Within
a man’s heart are devised evil plans, sin, murders, and adulteries, and the list goes on. The heart is the place
that each individual man has the utmost and total control over. Nobody knows the heart of a man except
God. What are the gates that David is speaking of that have heads that may be lifted up? What is it about the
gates that David is trying to emphasize here? The gates is a reference to men, and our hearts that need to be
humbled and opened up for the King of glory to come through and enter into. The metaphor David is using
here on the gates sheds light upon the meaning of the king of glory and that each individual person is to seek
the Lord, open our hearts, humble ourselves, and allow the Lord to enter in. Note the Aramaic Targum says
Tehillim / Psalms 24.7 Lift up, O sanctuary gates, your heads, and stand erect, O eternal entrances, that the
glorious king may enter. (EMC) What is mentioned here is that these gates are “sanctuary gates” and lifting
up our heads and standing erect, the eternal entrances, this place is where the King of glory enters. David
couldn’t be speaking of anything else other than the human heart. Have you humbled your heart, opened
the gate to your heart and allowed the King of glory to come in? Let’s Pray!
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Heavenly Father,

You are the King of glory! And Your word states that Yeshua the Messiah has shared in Your glory
as the living Word of God. Forgive us of our sins Lord, we believe Yeshua the Messiah laid His life down
on our behalf so that we may enter in through the gates of heaven. We thank you Lord for sending us
Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that in Your Son
Yeshua, we have the hope of eternal life. Help us to trust in You Lord as we wait patiently for You and
Your presence each day. Help us to dedicated our lives to You each day, fill us with Your presence Lord
and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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