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Is it important to diligently study the Bible?

In weeks reading is from Parashat Ki Tavo (Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8), the name “Ki Tavo” means “when you come,”
is taken from the opening verse of the section of Scripture that says :A2 PW AWM 7702 772 1M P28 7170 WK YIRG-7% Ni2n-"9 0
“When you come into the land that the Lord God has given you as an inheritance ..."” (26:1) Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1 states 7771
niwy? MY IR 0 2ipa pewn pinw-ok saying “now it comes to be that you listen hearing the voice of the Lord God to keep and to do
... The phrase yn¥n yiny is translated as “diligently obey” according to the NASB. The first word yiny is a 3rd-¥ Qal noun meaning
“to hear or to listen” and y¥n is written in the imperfect Qal second person ms form denoting a past action that is in progress but not
completed at this time. These words are translated in English as to “diligently obey.” When we were young a parent would say “you are
not listening to me,” which has the meaning that you are not listening and obeying. This verse has the same meaning “if you listen to
the voice of the Lord your God” in Hebrew, the imperfect form indicates that listening is an ongoing process that is not yet completed.
This indicates that listening is a process of obeying God’s voice that is ongoing and a life long process. A parallel is also drawn within
the sentence on “listening or hearing the voice of the Lord God” and “to keep” (") and “to do” (niwy?) what God has commanded.
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that I am the Lord your God. (NASB)

The verses we are looking at this week are from Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:1-5. The Aramaic Targum translates 29. /-5 as the following:
RoTaP M RNR N2°1WA PNAMT 12727 PO°1 2 VIR a0 9371 172y 9371 AYI19% 07IXAT RYIND NO1YY 0T XA TWT RO 93 10 P00 DX TR T0R1 w0 XIPY R
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TI9POR 7 X7 RIX QIR NWTNI 72 PPOVAPAT 2107 NIOWITA2 RINOR RVTN NPNIR MM NP XY N M NN2aR And Moshe called to all Israel, and said to
them: You have seen all the plagues which the Word of the Lord wrought in the land of Mizraim on Pharoh and all his servants, and all the inhabitants of
that land; those great temptations, signs, and wonders which you saw with your eyes. And the Word of the Lord hath given you a heart not to forget, but
to understand; eyes, not to blink, but to see; ears, not to be stopped, but to listen with: yet you have forgotten the law with your heart, and have blinked
with your eyes, and have stopped your ears, unto the time of this day. And I have led you forty years in the wilderness, your garments have not become
old upon your bodies, nor your shoes worn away from your feet. You have not eaten leavened bread, nor drunk wine new or old; and My law hath been
diligently delivered in your schools, that you might be occupied therein, and you might know that I am the Lord your God. (Targum Pseudo Jonathan)
Note how the Targum translates, “the Word of the Lord” brought the plagues in Egypt, the “Word of the Lord” gives us a heart not to
forget, and eyes to see, and ears to hear. Thinking about “listening,” “hearing,” and the “Word of the Lord,” reminds us of the Apostle
Paul’s words in Romans 10:13-17 where he was quoting from Joel 2:32 7u¥HD 73910 22w17°2) 0% 172 % 09 70 Ow3a RIp° WK 92 70
ROP I WR DT I MR WK “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Paul says I16¢ “individually, each and
everyone” who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. Paul goes on to say how necessary it is for people to hear about the Messiah
by asking four questions: (i) “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed,” (ii) “How will they believe in Him whom
they have not heard,” (iii) “How will they hear without a knptooovrog” (“someone to officiate as a herald” translated as “preacher”),
and (iv) “How will they preach/proclaim unless they are sent?” Paul backs these questions up with the statement dpa 1| TioTig €€ dKkotic,
1M 6¢ akon| ot prpartog Xprotod “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Christou).” Paul emphasizes that faith
comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). In other words, the faith that leads to life is the faith that comes by placing trust
and making a conscious response to the truth about the Messiah according to the Scriptures in this life. All of Scripture directs us to the
absolute need to believe upon Yeshua the Messiah for salvation. There is one standard of measure for truth and that is the written Word
of God. God gave us one standard for all men, thus, keeping separate weights and measures for salvation is an abomination unto the Lord
(see Parashat Ki Tetze, Devarim / Deuteronomy 25:13-16). Moshe says “These are the words of the covenant...” speaking of listening
and hearing and God is the enabler, just like Moshe says in Parashat Kitavo. The Lord is the one who enables us to believe, and faith
cannot come without hearing or reading God’s Word. In light of these verses, how important do you think it is to be reading God’s word
daily? The word is meant to feed our spirit and to strengthen our faith in Yeshua, therefore we need to be diligent in studying God’s Word.
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